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How ’C &f\ US es Priva

ﬁv;jhnn&' Tz-‘.LL

Specaita Phe Nationg Law fonenal

AT LIEAST 147 private lawyers and law firms have performed scg
legal work for the Central Inteligence Agency k,ince 1972. agency
ficials have acknowledged In court papers. .

The lawyers weren't identified, but !
their roles were described in some
detail in the documents, CIA affidavits |
fited in answer to a Frecdom of Infor-
mation Act lawauit. The CIA said the
private lawyers were routinely usedin
Jegal matters where the appearance of
a known government atlorney.would .
have drawn attentlon to covert CIA
operations,

The affidavits aaxd the lu.wyers
work mcluded.A,,.‘_ : ,

. Handlmg leval affairs for the

agency's worldwide network - of |

businesses that arc used aa. !'covers”

for Intelhgence-gatherlng operations

;. & Serving as offlcers’ &hd: dxrcctors
of those corporations, ..
» Probating the estates of formgn-
based agents who die abroad.
s Sccuring legal’ name changcs for
forcign defectors’ .
© Porformmg a'multitude of non-

legal services, such aa the purchase or
rental of ‘*safe’’ houses to be used in
connection with clandestine activities.

‘These general descriptions of the
unnamed lawyers’ ‘roles have been
submiited to the U.S. District.Court in
the District of, Columbia. in. two. af-,
fidavits by’ “John. Blake;-.CIA” deputy

. t»,,‘_

Mr. Blake made the’ disc]osurcs

.voluntarily in September and October,:

1978, in recsponse teo a uit filed by

former national securxty aide Morton

Haiperin. The case has drawn little

publ':cit}'.

Mr. Haiperin is seeking to compel:

the CiA to disciose the names of all
nrivate attorneys the agency has
retained since June 17, 1972, the date of
tha Vatergate break-in. He also wants
to know the lawyers' fees. Halperin v.
Crd4, 77-18591.

The government,
briefs, argues that such information
must be withhald from the public
because it could compromise intel-
ligence operations and possibly en-
danger the lives of lawyers working in
oiner countries, Further, they say the
attorneys fees are part of the CIA

budget and therefore are exempted |

irom public discly ur» by
At AFf 1

Carmprrtor

in its answering

LM
U.S. District Judge Oliver G
has been considering a CIA Jisn
motion since it was argued in M
A decision i3 expected shortly.
Since a series of congression

STAT

vestigations of the CIA several 7
ago, it has been known thatthe ag:
retains lawyers and other private
professionals from time to time. But
Mr. Blake's court filings appear to
shed light for the first time on the ex-
tent and nature of lawyer cooperation
with the intelligence agency.

Unsung Story

*Qne of the unsung good stories of
the agency has been the cooperation
with lawyers over the years,” John 5.
Warner, former CIA general counsel,
told the National IL.aw Journal, Mr.
Warner is now in private practice with
the Washington, D.C., firm of Bier-
bower & Rockefeller.

Mr. Warner said “*a couple” of CIA
operatives in foreign countries have
used. associations with American law
firms as covers for clandestine ac-
tivities. He declined to elaboratle.

Mr. Warner said lawyers wio have -

done secret contract work for the CIA
very seldom had any written retamer
agreements.’

“*One of our.problems, 1f anything, -

was that too many times the lawyers
didn't want to get paid anything
said. “*They were happy to contribute
to the national interest.”” -

Mr. Warner said that early in the .

agency's 32-year history, then CIA
Director Allenn Dulles established a
rule that all outside lawyers doing
Work for the agency muat be paid.
The freedom of information lawsuit
is seeking to obtain details of those

Jpayments to protect the public interest

since secret retainer agreements *‘of-
fer a tremendous potent1al for fraud,
mismanagement and favoritism,”” ac-
cording to Mr. Halperin's attorney,
Washington, D.C.,
Daobrovir.

He contends releasing the Iawyers
names and fees won't necessarily
reveal the nature of the intelligence
work in which they participated.
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In a letter to Mr. Dobrovir da.ted
May 5, 1978, CIA Assistant General
Counsel John Peyton said the agency
keeps no central index of the attorneys
it retains.

But, Mr. Peyton wrote, “‘recollec-
tions of attorneys and other officers of
the agéney have resulted in the iden-
tification of 147 attorneys orlaw firms
whom the agency has employed . . .
in the furtherance of the agency's
covert responsibilities.”

- Mr. Dobrovir quoted from that let-
ter in his court filings on the case.
---y'The confidential nature of the legal
worm_thqattorneys were given often

made them walk a tightrope of lega

ethies.
ay corporate transactions
are bound by securities and tax law:
and require reports to be filed witl
government agencies, attorneys could
have been putin a position of having t«
file misleading reports to disguise thi
true nature of the *‘cover” corpora

tion.
Mr. Warner said the agency '‘too!

care never to file any fals
“documents,’” an accomplishment tha
often required cooperation from publi
officials. He gave this example:
. Once, he said, an attorney was
hired to probate the esatate of a CI&
agent killed in Europe.

The agent ostensibly had been ¢
corporate employee. : B

According to Mr. Warner, the
‘lawyer chosen by the agent’s famil;
. “looked like a decent American, so we
'~cleared him."" |

. But the lawyer balked at flhn‘
papers. falsely identifying the man'
employment. So the CLA briefed the
probate judge and the agent's line o
; work was leit unmennoned in the
! court papers.
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